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GFI Appoints New Director of PR, Marketing & Development

San Francisco, CA — March 7, 2008 — The Global Film Initiative, a U.S.-based, 501(c)3 organization
focused on promoting cross-cultural understanding by funding and distributing films from
developing countries in the United States, announces the appointment of Simone Nelson to the
newly created position of Director of Public Relations, Marketing & Development.

“Simone is an exciting, new addition to our San Francisco headquarters, says Global Film Initiative
Chair, Susan Weeks Coulter. “She brings a wealth of diverse experience in film, digital media and
technology, and arts management along with established relationships with the press, funders, and
the filmmaking community. Having been involved in both programming and producing film and
entertainment ventures, Simone’s unique perspective will be of great value in promoting our work
with international filmmakers, distributors, venues, educators and audiences alike.”

Simone Nelson began her career as an actor/performer, and then theater producer, working for
various arts and entertainment companies on both sides of the Atlantic including: San Francisco
Opera, The International Festival of Arts & Ideas, Magic Theatre, British American Drama
Academy and London’s Royal Court Theatre and Shakespeare Globe. While attending the M.F.A.
Producing/Arts Management Program at Yale University Graduate School of Drama, Simone
worked with award winning filmmaker Rebecca Miller and Forensic Films in New York and
Ireland and later moved to Los Angeles to serve as an Associate Producer/Director for the former
head of Disney Studios and Producer of Broadway’s Lion King, Peter Schneider.

Since returning to the Bay Area, she has served as the Director of Development & Marketing for
Film Arts Foundation where she curated the well received 11th Season of the True Stories
Documentary Screening Series at Yerba Buena Center for the Arts and also served as the head of
Marketing and Communications for the 30th Mill Valley Film Festival/California Film Institute.

Simone’s experience also includes work as a Business Development Director, Producer and
Consultant for several start-up digital media companies as well as work as a Marketing and
Publicity Consultant to independent filmmakers. She is the current President of the Board of
Directors of Bay Area Women in Film & Television (BAWIFT) and a graduate of Northwestern
University School of Communications with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Theater.

The Global Film Initiativeis a U.S.-based, 501(c)3 organization specializing in the acquisition,
distribution and support of independent film from Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Middle East.
Founded in 2002 with the mission of promoting cross-cultural understanding through the universal
language of cinema, each year the Initiative awards numerous grants to deserving filmmakers from
around the world, and supports a touring film series entitled Global Lens. For more information
about the Global Lens film series and Global Film Initiative programs, please visit:
http://www.globalfilm.org.
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